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“My green thumb came only as a result of the 
mistakes I made while learning to see things 
from the plant’s point of view.” — H. Fred Dale  
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Timely Tips  

Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 

Spring-Calving Cow Herd 

• Continue supplying a high magnesium mineral until daytime temperatures are consistently above 60 degrees F. 

• Improve or maintain body condition (BCS 5) of cows before breeding season starts. If necessary, increase energy intake even on 
pasture. 

• Bulls should have a breeding soundness evaluation (BSE) well before the breeding season (at least 30 days). Contact your local 
veterinarian to schedule a BSE for your herd sires. They should also receive their annual booster vaccinations and be dewormed. I 
often get questions regarding deworming and reduced fertility in bulls. Dr. Phil Prater at MSU and I examined this and found no effect 
of deworming on bull fertility. 

Schedule spring “turn-out “working in late-April or early-May, i.e. at the end of calving season and before the start of breeding season. 
Consult with your veterinarian about vaccines and health products for your herd. 

“Turn-out” working for the cow herd may include: 

Prebreeding vaccinations 

Deworming 

Replacing lost identification tags 

Sort cows into breeding groups, if using more than one bull 

Insecticide eartags (best to wait until fly population builds up)  

“Turn-out” working of calves may include: 

Vaccinate for IBR-PI3, Clostridial diseases and Pinkeye 

Dehorn, if needed (can be done with electric dehorner and fly repellent during fly season) 

Castrate and implant male feeder calves (if not done at birth) 

Deworm 

Insecticide eartags 

• Consider breeding yearling replacement heifers one heat cycle (about 21 days) earlier than cows for “head-start” calving. Mate to 
known calving-ease bulls. 

• Record identification of all cows and bulls in each breeding group. 

• Begin breeding cows no later than mid-May, especially if they are on high endophyte fescue. Cows should be in good condition so 
that conception occurs prior to periods of extreme heat. 

• Consider synchronizing estrus in all cows. Exposing late-calving cows and first-calf heifers to a progestin (MGA feed or CIDR de-
vice) for 7 days before bull turn out increases pregnancy rates and shortens the next calving season. 

• Choose best pastures for grazing during the breeding season. Select those with the best stand of clover and the lowest level of the 
fescue endophyte, if known. Keep these pastures vegetative by grazing or clipping. High quality pastures are important for a successful 
breeding season. 

If using artificial insemination: 

Use an experienced inseminator. 

Make positive identification of cows and semen used. This will permit accurate records on date bred, return to heat, calv-
ing date and sire. 

Good handling facilities and gentle working of the cows are essential. 

Choose AI sires that will meet your goals and resist the temptation to get your cows bigger. Using sires with higher accu-
racy EPDs will reduce risk. 

Observe breeding pastures often to see if bulls are working. Records cows’ heat dates and then check 18-21 days later, for return to 
heat. 
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Cleaning up gardens this fall helps control diseases next spring 

Article 

By Ellen Brightwell 
Published on Nov. 5, 1998   

  

 

 

https://news.ca.uky.edu/taxonomy/term/31
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For a complete version of this  publication visit online at https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/files/3-2025-may-jun-snap-en.pdf 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 

1 2 3 4 

8 9 10 11 

15 16 

Wolfe Co Beekeepers  

17 

Commodity Day for pre-approved 

Wolfe Co. applicants over the age 

0f 60 

18 

22 23 

4-H Cloverbuds  

24 

4-H Cooking Club  

25 

29 30 

Chess Club  
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*All classes are held at the Wolfe County Cooperative Extension 

Service Office unless otherwise noted  

Thu Fri Sat 

5 6 7 

12 

Cooking Through the Calendar-

11:00 AM 

4-H Art Club 

Sit & Sew  

13 14 

 

 

20 21 

26 

Sit & Sew  

4-H Garden Club  

27 

Home School club  

28 

 Looking ahead to next month: 

 

July 12—Lunch at the Farmers’ Mar-

ket 
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June 12th & 26th  

2:00 PM to 5:00 PM  
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 June 16, 2025 at 5:30 
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February 7   
June 12, 2025 
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If  you would like to receive your newsletter by  email,  

you may email your request to  

jerose3@uky.edu 

Our newsletters are also posted on our webpage at 

https://wolfe.ca.uky.edu/ 

a 
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