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How do you select your bulls?  Dr. Darrh Bullock, University of Kentucky, Dr. Matt Spran-
gler, University of Nebraska   

 

Bull selection is one of the most important decisions that a beef producer makes and can 
have a lasting impact on profitability. Factors such as the market endpoint of calves (e.g., 
newly weaned or finished cattle), whether replacements will be retained, and the level of 
nutritional management provided to the cow herd all impact which traits should be selected 
for and at what level. Understanding this complex relationship can be the difference be-
tween buying a “good” bull and buying the right bull. 

The eBEEF.org team, a group of beef cattle geneticists from across the US, is trying to de-
termine how beef producers are currently selecting their bulls and will use this infor-
mation to develop educational materials to help improve this process. Knowing which 
traits to select for is often not the problem, it is the degree to which each should be em-
phasized that can be highly variable from producer to producer and can often be challeng-
ing to determine. Too often this process is more ‘seat of the pants’ rather than by factors 
affecting profitability. For example, we may give calving ease too much emphasis, which 
can cause us to lose potential income with lighter sale weights so getting the proper bal-
ance is important. 

To assess how beef producers are selecting bulls, within their level of management, we are 
asking you to fill out a brief survey. This should take approximately 10 minutes of your time 
and provide a wealth of information for the beef industry! This information will be used to 
compare the survey results to values generated by iGENDEC, a software package that deter-
mines the most profitable level of emphasis that should be placed on each trait within a spe-
cific production system. 

Several incentives are being offered to encourage participation in this survey. The first is a 
random drawing for five $100 gift cards generously donated by the Beef Improvement 
Federation (beefimprovement.org). The second is a special webinar that will be offered to 
everyone that completes a survey, and provides their email address, to discuss the find-
ings of the survey and resulting bull selection strategies. Lastly, and possibly most im-
portantly, knowledge gained by beef producers by going through this process and the en-
tire beef industry through better bull selection decisions. 

The UK Beef Extension Team is a major partner in this national effort and we hope that we 
will get a good response from our Kentucky beef producers. We will be developing follow-up 
articles with both national and Kentucky results, so the more responses we get the better 
the information will be. Thank you for your help! 

Survey Link: https://corexmsd9bfwdhxgbhmw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFqYgoQpZMJLRLE 

 

https://corexmsd9bfwdhxgbhmw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFqYgoQpZMJLRLE
https://corexmsd9bfwdhxgbhmw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFqYgoQpZMJLRLE
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Kentucky Farm Bureau 

will be giving Farmers 

Market Coupons to their 

members, while supplies 

last.  Coupons must spent 

on-site and are only good 

July 11 during event. 

Location– KY 15 

S, Campton. KY 

between Dollar 

General and 

Dairy Queen 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 

  1 2 

6 7 8 9 

13 14 
Cooking Through 

the Calendar 11:00 

AM 

15 
Commodities for pre-

approved Wolfe Countians 

over age 60 

16 

20 21 

4-H Cooking 3-5 

PM 

Beekeepers 

22 

4-H Garden Club 3-

5 PM 

23 

27 28 

Chess Club 3-5 PM 

29 30 

JULY 



 9 

Thu Fri Sat 

3 4 
Office closed 

5 

10 

Sit & Sew  

11 12 

17 
4-H Art Club 3-5 PM 

18 

Homeschool 4-H Club 

1:00 PM 

19 

24 

Cloverbuds 3 to 5 PM 

Sit & Sew  

25 26 

31   
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July 14, 2025  
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July 10th and July 24th 2:00 to 5:00 PM 

July 21st, 2025 at 5:30 

12 
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July 21, 2025  

From 3 o’clock to 5 o’clock PM 

13 

 July 22, 2025 
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July 24, 2025  

July 17th, 2025  

3:00 to 5:00 PM 
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July 28, 3:00 to 5:00 PM 

July 18th at 1’clock PM 
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