
 

 

Cooperative Extension Service 
²ƻƭŦŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
нл b ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
th .ƻȄ мпс 
/ŀƳǇǘƻƴΣ Y¸ пмолм-лмпс 
όслсύ ссу-отмн 
CŀȄΥ όслсύ ссу-отон 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿƻƭŦŜΦŎŀΦǳƪȅΦŜŘǳ 

Wolfe County       September 2016  
 
 
 
 

Ag Newsletter  

Greetings!  
 

 

Is it September already? It seems that this summer is flying by and now the days are getting notice-

ab ly shorter 
 

The beginning of fall tends to be a busy time as weõre finishing up hay and gardening season and 

getting ready for fall calving and winter preparations. There is quite a bit of information in this news-

letter that should help you with those preparations.   
 

There are also several events this month, including the final sessions of the Pasture to Plate program. 

On September 15 there will be an East KY Mini Grazing School at the Robinson Center in Jackson. 

Dinner will be provided at 5:30pm and the program starts at 6:00pm. This program will cover variety 

forage trials, fencing demonstration, and no -till drilling.  
 

The 18th Annual East KY Replacement Bred Heifer Sale will be Saturday, September 17th at the Lee 

City Stockyards. Viewing will be at noon and the sale starts at 1:00pm. There is a flyer included with 

this newsletter that has more information about the sale.  
 

Weõve got several programs and events in the works here at the Wolfe County Extension Office, so 

be on the look out for more information in the coming weeks.  
 

As always, if thereõs anything that we can do to be of service, let us know! 

 

Until next time,  

Be safe, be healthy, and be happy!  

 

 

Heather K. Graham  

 

òIf your donõt have time to do it right, when will you have time to do it over?ó ~ John Wooden 



 

 

Sawflies- Late Season Pine Defoliators 

Source: Dr. Lee Townsend, Extension Entomologist 

 

Sawflies are members of the insect order Hymenoptera 

that includes ants, bees, and wasps. The larval stage has 

a caterpillar-like body that may be brightly marked with 

stripes or spots. Some species change significantly in ap-

pearance as they grow, making identification confusing. 

Large numbers of sawflies can strip the needles from a 

tree in a short period. Several species feed on pines in 

Kentucky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The introduced pine sawfly (Figure 1) has a black he 

ad and black body that is covered with yellow and white 

spots. They prefer the needles of eastern white pine but 

also will eat Scotch, red, Austrian, jack, and Swiss moun-

tain pine. It will feed on short leaf and Virginia pines but 

damage usually is not heavy. 

 

Feeding is most severe in the crown to upper half of the 

tree but heavily infested trees can be completely defoliat-

ed. If this occurs after the winter buds have formed, many 

branches or even the entire tree can be killed. There are 

two generations each year. The second generation of this 

sawfly feeds on both old and new needles during August 

and September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The redheaded pine sawfly (Figure 2) prefers two and 

three needled pines, Scotch, jack, shortleaf, loblolly, 

slash, red, mugho. Small larvae feed on the surface leav-

ing tan, straw-like needles. Larger sawflies consume the 

entire needle. 

 

Sawfly populations are usually controlled by combinations 

of natural enemies, predators, starvation, disease, or un-

favorable weather. Outbreaks can occur when natural 

control does not produce high mortality. Regular inspec-

tion of pines will help to detect sawfly infestations before 

the larvae reach a size that can cause significant defolia-

tion. Since eggs are laid in clusters, feeding by groups of 

larvae can cause unsightly damage to ornamental or land-

scape plantings, as well as nursery trees. 

 

If only a small number of colonies are present and acces-

sible, they can be handpicked, shaken off, or pruned from 

the tree and destroyed. Some of the insecticides that can 

be used for sawfly control are listed by the common name 

of the active ingredient followed by an example brand 

name. Acephate ï Orthene Turf, Tree & Ornamental 

Spray; bifenthrin- Ortho MAX Lawn & Garden Insect Kill-

er; carbaryl ï Sevin; cyfluthrin ï Bayer Multi-Insect Killer 

Concentrate; permethrin ï Ortho Tree, Shrub, and Lawn 

Spray; and spinosad -Captain Jackôs Dead Bug Brew. 

Although sawflies look like caterpillars, they are not sus-

ceptible to Bt sprays. 

Figure 1 Introduced pine sawfly (Photo by L. Townsend)  

Figure 2 Redheaded pine sawfly (Photo Ohio State Univ.) 
http://entomology.osu.edu/bugdoc/Shetlar/factsheet/
christmasstree/redheaded_pine_sawfly.htm)  

http://entomology.osu.edu/bugdoc/Shetlar/factsheet/christmasstree/redheaded_pine_sawfly.htm
http://entomology.osu.edu/bugdoc/Shetlar/factsheet/christmasstree/redheaded_pine_sawfly.htm


 

 

Fall Landscape Care 
 
Source: Rick Durham, Extension Consumer Horticulture 

Specialist 
 

So often we hear that fall or winter is a particularly 

good time to do certain things in the landscape. This is 

usually due to the fact that plants have entered into winter 

dormancy. 

You can compare dormancy to an extended period 

of "rest" for plants, when they are relatively inactive in 

terms of metabolic processes (photosynthesis, respiration 

and transpiration, for example). I say relatively inactive, 

because although these processes slow during dormancy, 

they do not cease altogether. Most temperate perennial 

plants will enter dormancy in autumn as daylight shortens, 

temperatures (including soil temperatures) become cool-

er, terminal buds are set, and perhaps as a result of drier 

conditions during late summer and fall. 

Going dormant is the way these plants survive the 

cold of winter. It is important that landscape maintenance 

activities not interfere with the plant's natural process of 

becoming dormant. Let's use pruning and fertilization 

practices as examples. 

Fall is considered a poor time to prune most woody 

perennials. Pruning will remove terminal buds that help to 

maintain dormancy in many species. The presence of the 

terminal bud, even in a seemingly inactive state, sup-

presses the growth of lower buds through a process 

called apical dominance, a type of dormancy imposed on 

the lateral buds. If you remove the apical bud, it may en-

courage lateral buds to initiate growth in a plant that has 

not yet fully entered a dormant state. Once lateral bud 

growth is initiated, dormancy will be hard to achieve, even 

with the advent of shortening day length and cooler tem-

peratures. So pruning in the fall may trigger new growth 

that delays dormancy and predisposes the plant to winter 

injury. 

It is better to prune plants in late winter, around mid-

February to mid-March. This also allows you to evaluate 

and remove winter-damaged limbs. Pruning in late winter 

will occur just before one of the most active times of plant 

growth, bud break, when the plant is redirecting stored 

nutrients from the root system out to the branches. This 

would be the most rapid time for the plant to heal wounds 

(in our case the pruned surface), while fall would be the 

slowest time for wound healing. An exception is if you are 

removing dead or severely damaged limbs due to break-

age, insects or disease. In that case, it is best for you to 

remove them as soon as possible at any time of the year. 

If the plant you are pruning is spring-blooming (generally 

flowering before early June), it would be better from a 

flowering display perspective to wait until after flowering to 

prune since the pruning process will remove preexisting 

flower buds. 

What about fertilization of woody plants? Fall and 

winter are considered the best times to apply fertilizer, but 

you should only do this once woody plants are fully 

dormant. Otherwise, applying fertilizer might trigger new 

growth and predispose the plant to winter injury. 

How can you tell if plant is dormant? If leaves are 

falling, the plant has probably entered dormancy suffi-

ciently to allow fertilization. To be doubly safe, wait until 

temperatures are unlikely to climb into the 70-degree 

range. In Kentucky this could occur anytime from mid-

October to mid-November, so to be absolutely safe this 

probably means mid-November or later. Itôs best to get 

the fertilizer down before the soil has frozen so it wonôt 

remain on the soil surface and wonôt be subject to runoff 

with any additional precipitation.  

If you don't fertilize between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, wait until the ground thaws in late February or 

early March to apply fertilizer. However, you must realize 

that February and March are not the best times for apply-

ing fertilizer to lawns composed of cool-season grasses 

(fescues, bluegrass and perennial ryegrass). If you are 

regularly applying fertilizer to your lawn, woody plants 

growing nearby are likely getting sufficient nutrients from 

these applications and probably donôt need additional fer-

tilizer.  



 

 

Planting Fall Vegetables in Kentucky 

Source: Rick Durham, UK horticulture specialist 

Itôs not too late to continue to enjoy your garden and to 

add new plantings. You can grow a variety of produce in 

Kentucky gardens in the coming weeks and have several 

fresh items available well into the fall. 

Cooler nights later in the year can increase the sugar 

content of many crops and thus increase their quality. Cool-

er nights also slow growth, so your crops can take longer to 

mature than in the summer. Keep this slower pace in mind 

when you check seeds for days to maturity. 

Early August is the right time to make your last plant-

ing of bush beans, carrots, sweet corn, kale, collards, bibb 

lettuce, turnips, and cole crops such as kohlrabi, Chinese 

cabbage, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower and broc-

coli. For late August and into September you can try plant-

ing mustard greens, spinach greens, radishes, turnip 

greens and leaf lettuce. 

Before planting, remove any existing debris, including 

crops and weeds from your garden bed, move them to the 

compost bin and then prepare the soil. 

If the previous crop was well fertilized and grew vigor-

ously you may not need to add much, if any additional ferti-

lizer, otherwise apply about 2 to 3 pounds of a complete 

fertilizer such as 5-10-10 or 10-10-10 per 100 square feet 

of planting area. 

Remember to keep fall gardens well watered as this 

tends to be a fairly dry time in Kentucky. A weekly irrigation 

sufficient to wet the soil to 6 or 8 inches should be ade-

quate. This is more or less equivalent to a weekly 1-inch 

rain. 

To learn more about fall gardening options, contact the 

Wolfe County Cooperative Extension Service and ask for 

publication ID-128, ñHome Vegetable Gardening in Ken-

tucky.ò You may also view the publication online at http://

www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id128/id128.pdf 

Weaning 101 Workshop 

Ben Crites, IRM Coordinator, University of Kentucky 

As we begin to transition into late summer and early fall, we 

start thinking about getting ready to wean spring born 

calves. The weaning phase can sometimes be stressful on 

both producers and cattle alike; but does it have to be? To 

better prepare producers for the upcoming weaning phase, 

beef specialists at the University of Kentucky have teamed 

up with KBN to develop a workshop to demonstrate the ba-

sics of on-farm weaning. With a drop in the feeder cattle 

market, one way that producers can add value to their 

calves is through applying management. Castrating male 

calves, vaccinating, and on-farm weaning are all ways that 

producers can add value to feeder calves. This workshop 

will combine classroom instruction with hands-on learning 

experiences related to the process of weaning beef calves. 

Throughout the day, speakers will share information on vac-

cination protocols, nutrition, environmental management, 

Veterinary Feed Directive, feeder cattle grading, and eco-

nomics of weaning calves on the farm. 

 

The workshop is scheduled for Wednesday, September 

14
th
, 2016 at the Eden Shale farm in Owenton, KY. The pro-

gram will begin with registration at 8:30 a.m. and lunch will 

be provided. Participants will also be invited to the Eden 

Shale Field Day on October 15
th
 as a follow up to the work-

shop. During the October field day, participants will learn 

how the calves performed during the weaning period. There 

is no charge to participate; however, the program is limited 

to the first 30 people. Please call the KCA office at (859)-

278-0899 to reserve your spot!  

Photo credit: Steve Patton, UK 

College of Agriculture 

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id128/id128.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id128/id128.pdf


 

 

 
Timely Tips for Beef Cattle 

Adapted from 2016 IRM Calendar  
 

General 

¶ Cattle may be more prone to eat poisonous plants during 

periods of extreme temperature stress. They will stay in 

ñwoodedò areas and browse on plants that they would 

not normally consume. Consider putting a roll of hay in 

these areas and/or spraying plants like purple (perilla) 

mint which can be toxic. 

¶ Take soil samples to determine pasture fertility needs. 

Fertilize as needed this fall. 

¶ Select pastures for stockpiling. Remove cattle and apply 

nitrogen when moisture conditions are favorable. Stock-

piled fescue can be especially beneficial for fall-calving 

cows after calving.  

¶ Harvest alfalfa by mid-September 

¶ Plant perennial grasses at optimal rate, date, and depth 

 

Spring-Calving Herd 

¶ Keep rotating pastures to permit calves to continue 

gaining weight. 

¶ Repair & improve corrals for fall working and weaning.  

¶ Bulls should have been removed from the cow herd by 

now! Itôs a good time to evaluate physical condition of 

bulls. 

 

Fall-Calving Herd 

¶ Prepare for fall calving season. Be sure you have the 

following: record book, eartags, iodine to spray navel, 

calf puller, and castration equipment. 

¶ Registered calves should be weighed during the first 

24 hours 

¶ Dry cows should be moved to better pastures 

 

Pasture to Plate 

 

The Pasture to Plate program is reaching the final ses-

sions for each of the three locations. Ten head of cattle 

have been on feed at each location; UKREC in Princeton, 

the Morgan County Extension farm, and the Eden Shale 

farm. The cattle were received in late March and early 

April and have been followed through the entire finishing 

period. Producers have had the opportunity to learn more 

about feeder cattle grading, processing feeder calves, 

environmental issues, nutrition, and health concerns as-

sociated with the process of finishing cattle. A final live 

animal evaluation, carcass evaluation, and summary ban-

quet will be held at each location.  

 

At the final live animal evaluation session, participants will 

learn about assessing finished cattle and estimating the 

carcass characteristics of each animal. During the car-

cass evaluation session, participants have the opportunity 

to go in the cooler to evaluate the different carcasses for 

fat thickness, quality and yield grade, and ribeye area. 

Following the carcass evaluation participants will sample 

steaks from each animal in a sensory panel to evaluate it 

for tenderness, juiciness, flavor, and overall acceptability. 

A summary banquet will wrap up the program; the Ken-

tucky Beef Council will provide information on the nutri-

tional benefits that beef provides to be followed by an in-

depth discussion of the performance of each animal in the 

program. Participants will get to enjoy a ribeye dinner dur-

ing the banquet from one of the selected animals pre-

pared by the local cattlemen associations. It is not re-

quired that you have attended any of the previous ses-

sions to participate in these sessions. However, you must 

attend the final live animal evaluation in order to partici-

pate in the carcass evaluation and summary banquet. 

 

SESSION DATES AND LOCATIONS 

 

Morgan County 

¶ 9/6/16ð Live Animal Evaluation, Lee City Stockyards, 

5:30 pm 

¶ 9/13/16ð Carcass Evaluation and Sensory Panel, 

The Chop Shop, 2:00 pm 

¶ 9/13/16ð Summary Banquet, Morgan County Exten-

sion Office, 6:30 pm 

 



 

 


